'IRAQ,

and Indian methods had in 'Iraq lay in the interests of the
Indian Empire in the future of the country1 to which it had
been bound so long by political and economic ties. The
political relation might be severed but these interests had to
be safeguarded, as none knew better than the Acting Civil
Commissioner. To him. Sir Arthur Hirtzel, Assistant Under-
secretary of State for India, who had lent his support to
the dispatch of the Expeditionary Force in 1914, wrote on
March i2th, 1918:

Entirely different currents are flowing now, and we must
shape our course to them if we are to get what we want in
'Iraq. The old watchwords are obsolete, and the question is
how we are to secure what is essential under the new ones.
The thing can be done, but a certain re-orientation is
necessary. The cArab fagade' may have to be something
rather more solid than we had originally contemplated.2

1 The recognition of the interests of India in the House of Commons, 'The
matter cannot be settled without a great deal of careful study and conference
with the Indian authorities and others' (ParL Debates, H of C., 5th S , Vol. cxx
(1919), p. 1798), tended to confirm the Arabs in their belief that India might
take over 'Iraq. Also infra, p 240.

a Cited Wilson, op cit., p  166
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